Friendships International
Be a Friend – Make a Friend
Iowa State University hosts more than 3,500 international students and scholars from over 100 countries. Students and scholars are here from three months to several years depending on their individual programs.

American life as depicted on television, in newspapers, and experienced in campus dormitories is frequently distorted. Somewhere between 60% and 90% of international students and scholars never enter an American home. We have an opportunity to provide a more realistic picture of the United States.

Americans who participate in Friendships International meet with their International Friend at least three times a semester. Two events are hosted by the Friendships International Program. Relationships can be further developed through shared meals, community programs, sightseeing, and holiday celebrations. 

How do you participate?  
1) Fill out this form and give it to your church representative
OR

2) Mail it to 3248 Memorial Union, Ames, IA 50011-1130 
OR
3) Register online at http://www.isso.iastate.edu/Programs/ 
For those who sign up, ISU introduces American Friends and International Friends through an orientation on Sunday, February 13th at 4:00 p.m. in Memorial Lutheran Church, 2228 Lincoln Way. Light meal provided.
Any questions?  Please contact: 

Kevin White, Phone: (515)294-3245 
Email: !kevinw3@mail.iastate.edu or 
GP and Nancy Foote, Phone: (515)292-7549. 
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     American Friends Form
Name:______________________________________
Occupation/Major:____________________________
Home Address:______________________________
City: ____________________ Zip: _______________
Phone:_________________________

E-mail Address:_________________________________
Are you an ISU student: ( Yes
   ( No
Spouse’s Name (if applicable):_____________________
Spouse’s Occupation/Major 
(if applicable):______________________
Children at home (if applicable):

Name


    Age    M/F   Grade
   School

________________  ____  ____  ______  _____________
________________  ____  ____  ______  _____________
________________  ____  ____  ______  _____________
Hobbies or Interests (mark all that apply):
( Movies    ( Sports     ( Travel     ( Shopping
( Other: ______________________________________
International Friend Preferences (check one for each section): Gender: (Male
(Female   ( No preference
Education: (Intensive English Orientation Program (Graduate

(Undergraduate  ( Visiting Scholar  (No Preference
List preference of country or check box:

____________________________  or   ( No preference
Number of International Friend(s) you would like: _____________

Languages spoken and fluency: _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
Church/Group Affiliation (if applicable):

_____________________________________________
Prospective American Friends

Frequently Asked Questions 

Who can be an American Friend?
We invite any interested member of the Ames or Greater Des Moines community to be an American Friend. This program welcomes families, individuals, or students to serve as an American Friend to an international student or scholar. The only pre-requisite is American Friends must possess the desire to make an international student or scholar feel comfortable in their new surroundings.

How fluently do the International Friends speak English?
The fluency with spoken English varies greatly among International Friends. Although international students and scholars are all required to prove college-level proficiency in reading, they all possess different levels of conversational English. However, many international students and scholars who participate as an International Friend are eager to practice English conversation skills whenever possible
Will the International Friend live with me in my home?
International Friends who are matched with an American Friend will live in their own residence. Friendships International is not a home stay program.
What are the American Friend’s responsibilities?
American Friends are expected to be a point of contact and one of many sources of support to their International Friend. We do not expect the American Friend to provide financial support to their International Friend. At a minimum, the American Friend is expected to be in touch with their International Friend when the match is made and to invite him or her to share a meal or holiday activity at least two times after the beginning match. We also ask American Friends to please respect the fact their International Friend possesses academic or work commitments. 
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Friendships International was developed by the International Students and Scholars Office (ISSO), the Intensive English and Orientation Program (IEOP) at Iowa State University, and the Ames community through local religious and civic organizations to assist with the social transition of international students and scholars. Friendships International provides international students and scholars at Iowa State University and American students, individuals, or families with an opportunity for friendship. Both the International Friend and American Friend can have the enriching experience of a cultural exchange, and gain a new perspective about the world. 

